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In demand: Cartier’s Art

Deco white diamond

pieces, seen here on the

late American actress “Hollywood's love affair with vintage

Gloria Swanson watches and jewellery has furthered
consumer demand,” says Angelina Chen,
senior director of Circa in New York and
Hong Kong. The company is the leading
buyer and seller of jewellery, diamonds and

watches worldwide, evaluating over 500
pieces daily. The vintage segment, says
Chen, grew 17 per cent between 2012 and
2013, and now makes up two-fifths of

the business.

Another factor: what's being produced
now. CMT's Cohen points out that with
prices of new designs increasing by as much
b as 30 per cent in recent years, comparable
% vintage pieces have become more desirable.
“People are preferring pieces with history as

. 0 ; gt an alternative to brand new ones,” he says.
s Pieces on sale at Moda Operandi’s The local scene is catching on. Last

vintage trunk shows include September, Brenda Kang, a former senior
Cartier watches and earrings by
20th century French jeweller ! 3
Suzanne Belperron. at the auction house for 15 years, opened

Revival Vintage Jewels. Located at

jewellery specialist at Christie's who worked

International Building (#12-09), it also

Retro pieces like this
'80s Bulgari gold and
diamond necklace are
bestsellers at Revival

Vintage Jewels.

Nicole Kidfan offers objets dart. Pieces date from as early
wore a as the Victorian era to the "8os (like a
1955 Omega
watch at this
year's Cannes#

yellow gold and diamond Bulgari necklace

that once belonged to Italian movie star

Gina Lollobrigida). Prices start from $500
for a vintage Tiffany & Co. silver trinket
box to $480,000 for a ring from the late '8os
with a top grade, emerald-cut 6.51 carat
diamond - comparable to something similar
made today.

“I like the idea of sharing this passion
with other Singaporeans who may not have
had a chance to see and learn about rare and
collectible vintage pieces at first hand,” says
Kang. “It’s also nice to be the very first to
open a vintage jewellery store here and
Like art: a '60s Ruser 14K yellow gold and

take on the challenge to see how far it
ruby comb, from Revival Vintage Jewels

! could grow.”
‘ Her clientele so far: mostly young

professionals and socialites who've bought
ovvr)'thing from antique cameo lockets to

retro-style gem-set bracelets from the "6os.
A 1937 Cartier

; Diamond and platinum pieces from the
brooch with a

lively design Art Deco period are particularly popular.
featuring gold, Michele Foo, a lawyer who recently
which was

purchased a pair of 1920s platinum earrings

lar around X i = o
z?:znd of from Revival Vintage Jewels, says: “It's
the Great thrilling to know that you're wearing a
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piece of history and not just something
pretty. The craftsmanship that went into

making vintage jewellery is so much finer

<

and intricate than what you find these days.
It's a lost art.”

Lupita Nyong'o's jewellery at Oscar night
dates back to the |8th century, but looks
utterly modern,
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